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HEY EVERYONE,
WE’RE BACK!
Hello and welcome to the reimagined Octagon!
When the Octagon building closed
in 2018 it was in serious need of
renovation. It leaked, the temperature
was uncontrollable and the backstage
areas were barely fit for purpose. With
the generous support of all our funders
and donors – including you, our audience
– we’re delighted to reopen a theatre
that is fit to serve generations to come.
We’ve been able to improve customer
and backstage facilities, radically increase
disability access, and enhance our
brilliant, flexible, intimate auditorium
to create even more amazing theatre
experiences.
We can’t wait to share our new season
with you, including world premieres, a
regional premiere and a beloved classic.
Join us for our Housewarming Opening
Weekend Party and Get Creative Festival
this summer, then laugh your head off

at knockabout comedy One Man, Two
Guvnors. We’re thrilled to then bring
you Marvellous – a true story about the
extraordinary life of Neil Baldwin. Then
we’ll have a new adaptation of family
favourite A Christmas Carol, with live
music and festive surprises, followed
by Vinay Patel’s epic play An Adventure,
about a young couple coming to the UK
from India. Finally, we’ve got a brand new
family musical for you – an adaptation of
bestselling novel The Book Thief.
Our thanks to everyone who has
supported us over the last few years and
whether you’re a regular customer or
visiting for the first time, we really can’t
wait to welcome you!
Roddy
Chief Executive

Lotte
Artistic Director
octagonbolton.co.uk
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STEP INSIDE THE
REIMAGINED
OCTAGON

Larger, accessible
and improved
dressing rooms and
rehearsal room

New stage
engineering
systems

We have retained
our unique,
intimate and
flexible auditorium

A new open and
welcoming entrance

After 2 years of construction
the reimagined Octagon is
nearly ready.
Every area of the building has been
transformed, ensuring we have a
building that is fit for the future. From
improved customer facilities to enhanced
backstage capacity to more space
available for our creative engagement
projects, we have worked hard to create
a safe, welcoming and accessible theatre
for the people of Bolton and beyond.

The building is

25% bigger

Double

the capacity to
work with the
community
New two floor

Kitchen & Bar
88,000

New seating
and handrails
in the
auditorium

4
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bricks used to
build the new
Octagon

Replacement of
plumbing, ventilation
and heating throughout
the building

Over 12,000 people

have donated towards
the project
We have the final £350,000 to
raise of the £12 MILLION total
cost – can you help us?
Find out more at
octagonbolton.co.uk/
reimagined

Accessible toilets
on all public
levels and a new
Changing Places
Toilet

We thank all of our Capital supporters –
see page 32
octagonbolton.co.uk
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SAT 18 –
SUN 19 JUL
2020

ONE NIGHT
IN BOLTON
A BRAND NEW ONE-ACT PLAY, SPECIALLY
COMMISSIONED FOR THE REOPENING OF
THE OCTAGON.

WORLD
PREMIERE

One Night in Bolton tells the stories of Julie and Ray two fictional audience members who were there at
the opening night of the original theatre in 1967.
From that eventful night through to the present
day, this is a celebratory, uplifting story about the
Octagon, growing up and what makes a community.
Performed by our new Young Octagon Company
and featuring a community choir, be prepared for
laughter, jokes, treasured memories and some
singing along!
If you are interested in joining our community choir
please contact participation@octagonbolton.co.uk
and you could be one of the first people to set foot on
the new Octagon stage!

Performance Times
Sat 18 July 2pm & 7pm
Sun 19 July 2pm & 5pm

Configuration
Thrust

Tickets
£6

Age Guide
8+

By
BECKY PRESTWICH
Directed by
JOE GILMOUR-REES
& LOTTE WAKEHAM
6
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MON 17 – SUN 30 AUGUST 2020

YOU’RE INVITED!
JOIN US FOR OUR OPENING WEEKEND

HOUSEWARMING
PARTY!
SAVE THE DATE
SAT 18 – SUN 19 JULY 2020

We can’t wait to open our doors and
welcome audiences into our building –
so we are going to throw a party!
Across the weekend we will be filling our new building
with tonnes of fun activities for everyone to enjoy.
Explore the building with backstage tours and lighting
and sound demonstrations, come along to our Octagon
Quiz, try out our new Kitchen & Bar for some tasty treats
and have fun with lots of family activities including face
painting, storytelling sessions and drop-in craft activities.
As well as this we will be presenting our first production
in the new auditorium, a brand-new commission that
will be performed by our Young Octagon Company: One
Night in Bolton.
Gather your family and friends and come along to our
fun-filled weekend!
Backstage tours are £3 and can be pre-booked with
the Box Office. Sign up to our e-newsletter for further
information on the weekend!
8
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GET CREATIVE

FESTIVAL
This summer we are celebrating the opening of our new
building with a two-week festival filled with exciting
activities for people of all ages to take part in!
Activities will include:

OPEN REHEARSAL FOR ONE MAN, TWO GUVNORS
SPOKEN WORD

DRAMA WORKSHOPS

FAMILY BACKSTAGE TOURS
PLAY READING

STAGE FIGHTING WORKSHOP

MUSICAL THEATRE WORKSHOP
WRITING WORKSHOPS

STORYTELLING

FAMILY CRAFT ACTIVITIES
We can’t wait to start this new chapter of the Octagon in our
redeveloped building and we are inviting everyone
to join us!
For more information on the festival sign up to our e-news for
dates, times, prices and how to book.

octagonbolton.co.uk
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OCTAGON MEMBERS
JOIN AND SAVE
The Octagon is now bigger, better and more adventurous
than ever before, and we are excited to launch a brand new
Octagon Membership. Join today to get the best experience
every time you visit, whist also supporting your theatre.

Members get more! Enjoy the following rewards:
FIND OUT FIRST

SAVE ON EVERY VISIT

Priority booking to guarantee the best
seats.

Members always get the best seats
and the best prices.

BE INVOLVED

This season save 25% when you book
all 4 of these shows at the same time*:

•

Invitations to Season Launches.

•

Exclusive member-only events
throughout the year.

•
•
•
•

One Man, Two Guvnors
Marvellous
An Adventure
The Book Thief

•

A welcome pack and membership
card.

Plus exclusive ticket offers for studio
and one night events.

•

Sign up this season and get a
Members backstage tour!

Save up to 10% off food and drink in
our Kitchen and Bar

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

JOINT MEMBERSHIP

Just £36 a year

Just £60 a year

*One discounted ticket per show for Individual Membership, two discounted tickets per show for Joint Memberships. Offer
includes Sat eves and is an additional 10% discount on our multibuy deal - find out more on page 34. Offer does not apply to
preview performances. T&C’s apply.

BE MORE THAN IN THE AUDIENCE
By becoming a member you will be supporting the
Octagon charity and helping us to build the sets, make
the costumes, bring the most exciting actors onto
your stage, and ensure the magic of theatre for future
generations.
To find out more and to sign up visit
octagonbolton.co.uk/membership or call box office on
01204 520661

UPGRADE YOUR EXPERIENCE
Do you want to upgrade your experience and support
your theatre even further? Find out how to become a
patron on page 31.
Terms and conditions apply to see full information visit the website.
The Octagon Theatre is a registered Charity, charity number: 248833.

10
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THU 3 SEPT –
SAT 3 OCT
2020

THE SMASH HIT COMEDY EXPLODES INTO
BOLTON THIS AUTUMN.
It’s 1963 and Francis Henshaw has just been fired
from his skiffle band. In search of food and romance,
he soon finds himself juggling not one but two new
jobs.
What Francis doesn’t know is that his first guvnor,
small time crook Roscoe Crabbe, is actually Roscoe’s
twin sister Rachel, in disguise as her dead brother,
who was killed by her boyfriend, Stanley Stubbers.
To complicate matters further, Francis’ second boss
is none other than Stanley Stubbers, on the run and
desperate to be reunited with Rachel.
All Francis needs to do is keep his two guvnors apart.
What follows is a hilarious mix of slapstick, farce and
live music. This side-splittingly funny, brand new
production is not to be missed.

Performance Times
Evenings 7.30pm
2pm matinees Wed 9, Sat 12, Wed 16, Sat 19, Wed 23,
Sat 26, Wed 30 September & Sat 3 October
SAVE UP TO 25%
Save 15% when booking
for all 4 selected shows.
Members save 25%. See
page 34 for info.

By

RICHARD BEAN
Based on The Servant of Two Masters by

CARLO GOLDONI

12
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With songs by

GRANT OLDING

Directed by
LOTTE WAKEHAM

Tickets
£32.50 - £17.00
See page 34 for detailed price information.
Age Guide
12+

Configuration
End-on

Post Show Talk
Tue 15 September 7:30pm
Access Performances
Audio Described Tue 29 September 7:30pm
BSL Sat 26 September 2pm
Captioned Thu 24 September 7:30pm
For more information on access see page 36 & 37.
octagonbolton.co.uk
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WED 7 OCT –
SAT 31 OCT
2020

L
E
L
V
O
R
U
A
S
M

WORLD
PREMIERE

AN INSPIRATIONAL TRUE STORY ABOUT
THE HAPPIEST, LUCKIEST HUMAN IN THE
WORLD!
From the moment he was born, Neil knew he was
destined to do wonderful things. And so that’s
what he did. He hitchhiked across the country then
became a famous clown; he joined a church choir
then appeared on Songs of Praise; he went to see his
local football team then became their kit man; he left
school at 14 with no qualifications then received an
honorary degree from Keele University.
Originally a novel and then made into a BAFTA
award-winning BBC film, this new stage adaptation
tells the life-affirming, uplifting account of the life of
Neil ‘Nello’ Baldwin, a person who refused to accept
the label of learning difficulties. A heart-warming
story about how to realise your dreams – even when
society tries to limit you.

Performance Times
Evenings 7:30pm
2pm matinees Sat 10, Sat 17, Wed 21, Sat 31 October
SAVE UP TO 25%
Save 15% when booking
for all 4 selected shows.
Members save 25%. See
page 34 for info.

AN OCTAGON THEATRE
BOLTON & NEW VIC
NEWCASTLE-UNDERLYME CO-PRODUCTION

By

NEIL BALDWIN
& MALCOLM CLARKE
Adapted for the stage by

THERESA HESKINS
14
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Presented with the permission of John Blake Publishing Ltd

Tickets
£32.50 - £17.00
See page 34 for detailed price information.
Post Show Talk
Mon 12 October 7:30pm

Configuration
In the round

Access Performances
Audio Described Tue 27 October 7:30pm
BSL Wed 28 October 7:30pm
Captioned Thu 22 October 7:30pm
Dementia Friendly Wed 14 October 2pm
Relaxed Sat 24 October 2pm
For more information on access see page 36 & 37.

Directed by
THERESA HESKINS
octagonbolton.co.uk
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THU 19 NOV
2020 –
SAT 16 JAN
2021

WORLD
PREMIERE
ADAPTATION

A JOYFUL NEW ADAPTATION OF THE
FESTIVE CLASSIC.
Whilst Christmas cheer and goodwill thrive across
Victorian England, tight-fisted Ebenezer Scrooge goes
to bed on Christmas Eve with no compassion or love
in his heart.
However, that night he is visited by the ghost of his
old business partner Jacob Marley and is taken on a
mystical journey through yuletides past, present and
future – will he be able to see the error of his ways
before it’s too late?
This brand new stage adaptation from the writers of
last year’s festive production of Treasure Island will
feature toe-tapping live music, festive fun and a good
splash of magic. This heart-warming and uplifting tale
of redemption is the perfect festive treat.

Performance Times
Performance times vary see page 35.
Tickets
£29.00 - £16.00
Kids save £5 per ticket!
See page 35 for detailed price information.
Age Guide
5+ We do not admit babes in arms
(children under 18 months)
Configuration
In the round

Based on the novel by

CHARLES DICKENS

16
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A new musical adaptation by

KATE FERGUSON
& SUSANNAH PEARSE

Directed by
LOTTE WAKEHAM

Access Performances
Audio Described Fri 18 December 7pm
BSL Fri 4 December 7pm
Captioned Fri 11 December 7pm
Dementia Friendly Wed 6 January 3pm
Relaxed Thu 14 January 11am & 7pm
For more information on access see pages 36 & 37.
octagonbolton.co.uk
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THU 28 JAN –
SAT 20 FEB
2021

REGIONAL
PREMIERE

AN EPIC TECHNICOLOUR LOVE STORY.
Ahmedabad, India, 1953. Headstrong teenager Jyoti
would rather watch her beloved Bollywood films than
get married, but wide-eyed suitor Rasik promises her
a lifetime of excitement.
An Adventure follows the journey of this husband and
wife, spanning seven decades and three continents,
as they navigate political tensions in 1950s Kenya and
the turbulance of first-generation life in Britain in the
1960s and beyond.
Witty, charming and moving, this is a global story
of upheaval, progress and revolution, seen through
real people’s every day lives. The captivating story is
by award-winning writer Vinay Patel, whose writing
credits include Doctor Who and Murdered By My Father
(BBC).

AN ADVENTURE
SHOW ARTWORK

This production will be designed by TK Hay, winner of
the 2019 Linbury Prize for stage design.

Performance times
Evening 7:30pm
2pm matinees Sat 6, Wed 10, Sat 13, Wed 17 February
SAVE UP TO 25%
Save 15% when booking
for all 4 selected shows.
Members save 25%. See
page 34 for info.

Tickets
£32.50 - £17.00
See page 34 for detailed price information.
Post Show Talk
Mon 15 February 7:30pm

Configuration
Traverse

Access Performances
Audio Described Tue 16 February 7:30pm
BSL Thu 11 February 7:30pm
Captioned Tue 9 February 7:30pm
For more information on access see page 36 & 37.

By

VINAY PATEL
18
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Directed by
KASH ARSHAD
& LOTTE WAKEHAM
octagonbolton.co.uk
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FRI 12 MAR –
SAT 10 APR
2021

WORLD
PREMIERE

WORLD PREMIERE STAGE ADAPTATION
OF THE BESTSELLING NOVEL.
In 1930s Germany, young orphan Liesel stands next
to her brother’s grave and picks up a book abandoned
in the snow - her first act of book thievery.
As Liesel’s appetite for books grows, so does the Nazi
regime; the shadow of Death is never far away. When
her foster family hide a Jewish man in the basement,
danger creeps nearer and Liesel’s life will change
forever.
A superbly crafted and hauntingly beautiful tale
based on Markus Zusak’s worldwide best-selling
novel, seen on stage for the very first time in this
world premiere new musical.
This adaptation is by award-winning best-selling
author Jodi Picoult (My Sister’s Keeper) and Timothy
Allen McDonald (adaptor of Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka
and James and the Giant Peach) with songs by Kate
Anderson and Elyssa Samsel (Olaf’s Frozen Adventure).

SAVE UP TO 25%
Save 15% when booking
for all 4 selected shows.
Members save 25%. See
page 34 for info.
Save 15% when booking
4 selected shows or 25%
by becoming a member –
see page 34.

Based on the novel by

MARKUS ZUSAK
Music & Lyrics by

KATE ANDERSON
& ELYSSA SAMSEL

20
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Book by

TIMOTHY ALLEN MCDONALD
& JODI PICOULT

Directed by
LOTTE WAKEHAM

Performance times
Evening 7:30pm
2pm matinees Thu 18, Sat 20, Wed 24, Thu 25, Sat 27,
Wed 31 March, Sat 3, Tue 6, Thu 8 & Sat 10 April
Tickets
£32.50 - £17.00
See page 34 for detailed price information.
Age Guide
11+

Configuration
End on

Access Performances
Audio Described Tue 30 March 7:30pm
BSL Mon 29 March 7:30pm
Captioned Wed 7 April 7:30pm
For more information on access see page 36 & 37.
octagonbolton.co.uk
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MUSIC & DANCE
BUDDY HOLLY AND THE CRICKETERS
Mon 26 October 2020
Starring some of the finest actormusicians in the UK, this breathtaking
show has rock ’n’ rolled audiences across
the globe. Guaranteed to have you singing
along to the music and dancing in the
aisles.
Time
7:30pm

Tickets
£21.50

MANORANJAN
Sat 7 November 2020
The Bolton Hindu Forum return with a
showcase of the performing talents of the
Bolton Hindu Community. Featuring both
traditional instruments and dances as
well as modern interpretations, including
Bollywood dancing.
Time
7:30pm

Tickets
£8.50

BOLLYWOOD BRASS BAND
Sat 27 February 2021
Bollywood meets Brass meets Bhangra:
Funky drummers and hot horns play
massive hits from Indian films, with
Bollywood film projections.
Time
7:30pm

Tickets
£21.50

FIRST BITE:
PLAY READINGS
Join us for four evenings of rehearsed readings of new plays in our brand
new studio. We invite you to see our actors perform four new “script in
hand” readings followed by a Q&A. We’d love to hear your thoughts
about these scripts, which might one day become full productions.
INDIA PALE ALE

BROWNBALLED

By Jaclyn Backhaus
Fri 21 August, 7:30pm

By Adam Kotwal
Fri 11 September, 7:30pm

On the day that her tight-knit Punjabi
community gather to celebrate
her brother’s marriage, Basminder
announces that she is moving away from
her family’s small town, to open a bar. A
big-hearted play about family, heritage
and clashes between generations and
cultures.

Why aren’t there more Asian footballers
in the Premier League? Award-winning
Boltonian writer Adam Kotwal’s latest
play delves into the fast-paced, cut throat
world of professional football. Produced
in association with Tamasha (I Wanna Be
Yours).

OR,

FAKE

By Liz Duffy Adams
Fri 9 October, 7:30pm

By Robert Hudson
Friday 6 November, 7:30pm

London, 1660s. This lively comedy takes
place during one wild night in the life
of Aphra Behn – poet, spy and soon to
be England’s first professional female
playwright. But with interruptions from
King Charles II and Nell Gwyn, will Aphra
finish her play by morning?

At the end of World War II, Han van
Meegeren is arrested for selling priceless
Dutch paintings to the Nazis. His defence
in court? “I painted the pictures myself”.
A new play about high art, cheap art and
politics, based on a gripping true story.
Venue The Studio
Tickets £7

22

Box Office: 01204 520661

octagonbolton.co.uk

23

SPOTLIGHT ON:
MADE IN BOLTON

STORYMAKERS

We lovingly make our theatre here in Bolton and we invite our audiences to explore
how we do this with a series of interactive events connected to our productions.

Storytelling with a difference for children and the grown-ups who look
after them. With stories read aloud by a professional actor plus live music
and creative craft activities, classic tales are bought to life for your little
ones to enjoy.

Delve deeper into the productions and get a glimpse into different aspects of our
theatre with some exclusive behind the scenes insights from the cast and the creative
teams of the productions.
ONE MAN, TWO GUVNORS
Sat 19 September

MARVELLOUS
Sat 17 October

AN ADVENTURE
Sat 13 February

THE BOOK THIEF
Sat 27 March

Times 11:30am – 1pm

Tickets £6

LET’S GET QUIZZICAL
Wed 2 September,
Tue 6 October & Tue 3
November 2020

Join us for our brand new Octagon Quiz Nights in the
newly refurbished Kitchen and Bar. Get your thinking
caps on and be prepared to test your general knowledge
in this fun-filled evening of quizzing.
Times
7pm

BOLTON PRIDE
Fri 18 – Sun 20
September 2020

SAVE THE DATE: Bolton Pride returns
Fri 18 - Sun 20 September 2020 and we
are excited to be part of the launch of the
festival! More information to come soon.
boltonpride.co.uk

TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC
If you go down to the woods today, you’re
sure of a big surprise… Bring along your
teddy bear for a StoryMakers picnic filled
with stories, music and craft.
Dates & Times
Fri 28 August 2020, 1.30pm & 3pm
Sat 29 August 2020, 10.30am, 1.30pm &
3pm

SNOW WHITE
Watch out for the wicked witch and her
poisoned apples in a special Halloweenthemed StoryMakers.

THE ELVES AND THE SHOEMAKER
Explore this classic fairytale featuring
cheeky elves and lots of Christmas
sparkle - guaranteed to put you in the
festive mood!

THE FROG PRINCE
A modern twist on this classic fairytale
that will have you croaking with laughter.
How will the princess break the spell?

Dates & Times
Fri 11 December 2020, 1.30pm & 3pm
Sat 12 December 2020, 10.30am, 1.30pm
& 3pm

Dates & Times
Fri 19 February 2021, 1.30pm & 3pm
Sat 20 February 2021, 10.30am, 1.30pm
& 3pm

Dates & Times
Fri 30 October 2020, 1.30pm & 3pm
Sat 31 October 2020, 10.30am, 1.30pm &
3pm

Tickets
£2 per person

BOLTON
INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL
Tue 29 September –
Thu 1 October 2020
This year the film festival will partner
with the Octagon for the first time with
talks, masterclasses, acting workshops
and of course some amazing films – more
information to come soon!

Tickets: £5 per child, 1 free adult per child. Everyone attending must have a ticket.
Age guide: 3+
24
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BE PART OF ONE OF
THE REGION’S BEST
PROFESSIONAL THEATRES

GET
INVOLVED

See our full range of activities by visiting
octagonbolton.co.uk/takepart or call
01204 556501

Interested in seeing, making and
performing theatre? Join over 200
people who take part in groups
and projects at the Octagon
every week!

YOUTH THEATRE
Our Youth Theatre runs 6 days a week
with groups for ages 5-19. Our groups
are inclusive and open for any young
person to join.

Work with theatre professionals,
develop drama skills and take part in
performances, all in a fun and inclusive
environment. It’s a great way to build
confidence and meet new friends.

WOMEN’S GROUP
Our Women’s Group for asylumseekers and refugees is an opportunity
to develop drama skills and make
new friends in a relaxed and friendly
environment.

YOUNG OCTAGON
This is our performance company,
developing excellence in young
actors aged 13-19. This is a year-long
commitment with auditions taking
place annually.

BRIDGES
Little Bridges (age 8-14), Bridges
Youth Theatre (age 16-25) and Bridges
Company (age 21+) are the Octagon’s
specialist groups for people with
additional needs.
26
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ARTBEAT
We have a range of activities for over
50s including our weekly drama
project ArtBeat.
octagonbolton.co.uk
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GREAT FOOD,
GREAT PEOPLE,
GREAT ATMOSPHERE
Come and discover what’s in store in the newly
transformed Octagon Kitchen & Bar.
Championing local suppliers with freshly made food and locally sourced
produce, we invite you to celebrate the new Octagon Kitchen & Bar.

Coming to a show? Join us for
pre-theatre dining.

GRAND OPENING
JULY 2020

If you book pre-theatre dining for our
September show One Man, Two Guvnors,
you’ll receive a complimentary glass of
fizz on arrival! Simply reserve your table
when booking your tickets on
01204 520661 or email
boxoffice@octagonbolton.co.uk.

Keep your eyes peeled and taste buds primed for some incredible
mouth-watering dishes throughout the day and evening.
You can come and enjoy a wide range of hot and cold drinks from our
bar, serving tempting wines, exciting cocktails, beers and local ales.
The Octagon Kitchen & Bar is the perfect place to meet up with friends
and family, entertain clients or unwind with work colleagues at the end
of the day – we have something for everyone.
Serving breakfast from 8.30am, a new all-day menu served from
11.30am – 9pm, including light bites, sharing boards, hearty dishes
and pizzas.
28
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Join an influential and adventurous group
of supporters who really want to make a
difference at the most exciting time in your
theatre’s history.

SUPPORT
THEATRE MADE IN BOLTON
We have been making world class theatre right here in Bolton
for over 50 years.
We now have a venue we can be even more proud of
which is bigger, better and more adventurous than ever
before… and we want you to be part of it.
It may surprise you to hear we have always been a
registered charity. Ticket sales cover half the cost of
running the theatre and we rely on a range of support
to continue our work. This year we need to raise over
£100,000 to keep on going.
Your support will help us to build the sets, make the
costumes, bring the most exciting actors onto your stage,
and protect the Octagon for future generations. You will
also enable us to provide life changing opportunities for
those who might not otherwise have access to the magic
of theatre.
There are many ways you can support. To find out more
give Danni Fearnley a call on 01204 557141, ask one of
our friendly staff members or visit
octagonbolton.co.uk/support

30
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Experience a personal and truly rewarding relationship with your
theatre. Really get to the heart of Theatre Made in Bolton, attend
exclusive behind the scenes events and receive invitations to see our life
changing work in the community.

STAGE PATRON
Be closer to the action

GUARDIAN PATRON
Access behind the scenes

£20 a month		
£240 a year

£40 a month		
£480 a year

Patron rewards:

Patron rewards:

•

Private drink
receptions with our
artistic team.

All the rewards of Stage
Patron plus:

•

Priority booking
48 hours before
members.

•

Acknowledgement
in programmes and
website.

•

Dress rehearsals
invitations.

•

A signed script
from the cast and
director.

•

Reserve a table
in our bar when
attending shows.

•

Press Night
invitation.

ANGEL PATRON
See Octagon shows in
the making
£100 a month
£1200 a year
Patron rewards:
All the rewards of
Guardian Patron plus:
•

Your name on a
gold brick in our
foyer.

•

Invitation to
the first day of
rehearsals to meet
the cast and team.

•

Access to sell-out
events and shows.

•

A dedicated
member of staff to
book your tickets.

The Octagon Theatre is a Registered Charity,
charity number: 248833.
octagonbolton.co.uk
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A BIG THANK YOU
TO OUR SUPPORTERS
The Octagon relies on support from a wide
range of sources to make great things happen.

OUR SPACES
THE THEATRE
Our Theatre is a flexible space and shows can be seen in different formats. If you have
any access requirements please speak to our box office team on 01204 520661 or
email boxoffice@octagonbolton.co.uk
In The Round

End On

Seating is on all sides of the theatre and the
stage is in the middle.

Seating is on one side of the theatre facing
the stage.

Traverse

Thrust

Funders:

Principal Patron & Capital Funder:

Partners:

NEW

Sue Hodgkiss, CBE DL

Octagon Reimagined Capital Funders:

One Club Corporate Members:
Platinum

Gold

Silver

Bronze
Bruntwood

Stateside

Eric Wright

To find out how to join our growing ONE Club corporate
partnership scheme visit octagonbolton.co.uk/support

Seating is on 2 sides of the theatre with
the stage in between and the audiences
on each bank of seats looking across at
each other.

Seating is on three sides of the
theatre with the stage coming into
the auditorium.

Stalls
No seat is more than 9 rows from the stage.

Balcony
A two row balcony where you lean forward
slightly to look down onto the stage.

THE STUDIO
Our brand new studio is a flexible space that is used for
a wide range of events and activities, from performances
to our Youth Theatre workshops.
Seating in this space is flexible from having no seats and
a large area for drama workshops to having a bank of 100
seats facing a stage.
THE CRESCENT ROOM
This is our new event space with its own bar and lounge
area overlooking Le Mans Crescent. It can be used for
a variety of purposes from conferences and meetings
during the day to a hosting space for parties and events.
To enquire about hiring our spaces email
hospitality@octagonbolton.co.uk or call 01204 529407
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TICKET PRICES

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
NOV 2020 – JAN 2021

ONE MAN, TWO GUVNORS, MARVELLOUS, AN ADVENTURE & THE BOOK THIEF

THU 19 NOV

7pm

FRI 20 NOV

7pm
2:15pm

SAT 21 NOV

Weekday Matinee

Mon – Thu Eve

Fri & Sat

MON 23 NOV
TUE 24 NOV

10:15am

£24.50 – £17.00

£28.00 – £19.00

£32.50 – £20.00

WED 25 NOV

10:15am

10:15am

Child Tickets – £5 off*
(Aged under 16)
*excluding previews
Groups
10 – 39
£3 off plus one free organiser ticket*

Schools
Weekday matinee
£14 plus 1 free teacher comp per 15 pupils*
Mon – Thu Eve
£16 plus 1 free teacher comp per 15 pupils*
*excluding Band A seats

40+
£4 off plus one free organiser ticket*
*excluding previews and Saturday
performances

SEE MORE & SAVE MORE WITH OUR MULTIBUY

2:15pm

MON 30 NOV

10:15am

TUE 1 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

WED 2 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

THU 3 DEC

10:15am

FRI 4 DEC

10:15am

MON 7 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

TUE 8 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

WED 9 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

THU 10 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

FRI 11 DEC

10:15am

MON 14 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

TUE 15 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

WED 16 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

THU 17 DEC

10:15am

2:15pm

FRI 18 DEC

10:15am

7pm
7pm
7pm

TUE 22 DEC

2:15pm

7pm

WED 23 DEC

2:15pm

7pm

THU 24 DEC

2:15pm

7pm

SUN 27 DEC

2:15pm

MON 28 DEC

2:15pm

7pm

TUE 29 DEC

2:15pm

7pm
7pm

2:15pm

Save 15% when booking all 4 shows together.

2:15pm

SAT 2 JAN

2:15pm

•A
 vailable on all performances
excluding half price previews
and Sat eves.

•G
 et priority booking, book for
Sat eves and save a further 10%
by becoming a Member!

MON 4 JAN

See page 10 for more details.

Box Office: 01204 520661

7pm

2:15pm

7pm
7pm

10:15am

THU 7 JAN

10:15am

FRI 8 JAN

10:15am

3pm
7pm
7pm
2:15pm

SAT 9 JAN
MON 11 JAN

10:15am

TUE 12 JAN

10:15am

WED 13 JAN

10:15am

Peak

RELAXED

£29.00 – £20.00

DEMENTIA
FRIENDLY

Half price based on peak prices

MON 21 DEC

WED 6 JAN

PEAK
OFF PEAK

HALF PRICE PREVIEWS

2:15pm

10:15am

£26.00 – £19.00

7pm

SAT 19 DEC

TUE 5 JAN

PREVIEW

7pm

7pm
2:15pm

SAT 12 DEC

SCHEDULE
KEY

7pm
2:15pm

SAT 5 DEC

7pm

11am

7pm

FRI 15 JAN

10:15am

7pm
2:15pm

CHILD TICKETS £5 OFF*
*Excluding previews. (Aged under 16).
SCHOOLS
Off Peak
£12.50 plus 1 teacher comp for every
10 pupils
Standard
£14.50 plus 1 teacher comp for every
10 pupils
Schools Early Bird Saver
Save £1 per ticket when paying before
31 July 2020

GROUPS
10 - 39*
Adult £3 off | Child £8 off
40+*
Adult £4 off | Child £9 off
Plus 1 free adult for every 10 child tickets

2:15pm

THU 14 JAN
SAT 16 JAN
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Standard

7pm

WED 30 DEC

Must be booked by Wed 15 July.

7pm

10:15am

THU 31 DEC

• Free Ticket Exchange.

£23.50 – £16.00

7pm

SAT 28 NOV

Half Price Previews Half price based on Fri & Sat prices.

7pm

STANDARD

THU 26 NOV
FRI 27 NOV

Off Peak

7pm

*Excludes Band C, previews and peak
shows
octagonbolton.co.uk
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ACCESS AT
THE OCTAGON
We want the Octagon to be as open as possible, so that everyone
can access our facilities and performances, and have an enjoyable and
comfortable visit to the theatre.
A copy of this brochure is available in large print and audio – to request a
copy or if you require further information or support during your visit please
call our Box Office on 01204 520661 or email boxoffice@octagonbolton.co.uk
All levels of our theatre can now be accessed via lift. There is an accessible toilet on every
floor, and a Changing Places toilet on the first floor, available at all times that the venue is
open; to access this facility please speak to Box Office.
There are stairs within the auditorium so please mention any access requirements to the
Box Office when booking. Wheelchair spaces must be booked in advance.
Free essential companion tickets for disabled patrons available when required.
BRITISH SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETED PERFORMANCES
These have an interpreter standing on
the stage during the performance, signing
the dialogue. Please let us know that you
require this service when booking so that
we can allocate you a seat with a clear
view of the signer. To book tickets email
boxoffice@octagonbolton.co.uk
One Man,Two Guvnors
Sat 26 September, 2pm
Marvellous Wed 28 October, 7:30pm
A Christmas Carol
Fri 4 December, 7pm
An Adventure Thu 11 February, 7:30pm
The Book Thief Mon 29 March, 7:30pm
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CAP

CAPTIONED
PERFORMANCES

DEAF & HARD OF
HEARING CUSTOMERS
Our system for sound enhancement in
performances is an infra-red hearing
system. For this, customers wear a
headset, and sound is amplified for
customers with or without hearing aids.
Please pre-book headsets with our Box
Office.

AD

AUDIO DESCRIBED
PERFORMANCES

Helpful to customers who are blind
or visually impaired. With a live verbal
commentary of the performance,
describing the action, set design,
costumes and facial expressions.
Delivered through a discreet headset,
audience members can relax and listen
to the description as the story unfolds on
stage. A touch tour is available before the
performance.

Particularly helpful to D/deaf, deafened
and hard of hearing customers and
customers whose first language is not
English. Similar to subtitles on the
television, the dialogue on stage is
displayed on two caption units in the
auditorium. If you require this service,
please inform our Box Office when booking
so that they can book you in to seats that
have the best view of the captioning.

Guide dogs are welcome, just let us know
so we can book the best seat for you
or the dog can be looked after by staff.
Please inform the box office when you
book.

One Man, Two Guvnors			
Thu 24 September, 7:30pm
Marvellous Thu 22 October, 7:30pm
A Christmas Carol Fri 11 December, 7pm
An Adventure Tue 9 February, 7:30pm
The Book Thief Wed 7 April, 7:30pm

An Adventure Tue 16 February, 7:30pm

One Man, Two Guvnors
Tue 29 September, 7:30pm
Marvellous Tue 27 October, 7:30pm
A Christmas Carol Fri 18 December, 7pm
The Book Thief Tue 30 March, 7:30pm

RELAXED
PERFORMANCES
A relaxed attitude to audience noise and
movements, plus changes are made to
the sound levels and lighting effects of
the show. These performances may be
more suitable for audience members with
sensory sensitivities, autistic spectrum
conditions and learning disabilities to
enjoy the show.
Marvellous Sat 24 October, 2pm
A Christmas Carol
Thu 14 January, 11am & 7pm
All tickets for Relaxed Performances are £16
DEMENTIA FRIENDLY
PERFORMANCES
We offer dementia friendly performances
so that people living with dementia
and their family, friends or carers can
continue to enjoy their visits to the
theatre in a supportive environment.
Marvellous Wed 14 October, 2pm
A Christmas Carol Wed 6 January, 3pm
All tickets for Dementia Friendly
Performances are £16
If new places cause anxiety for you, we’d
be happy to offer a pre visit to familiarise
yourself with the venue. This can be
arranged by calling our friendly Box
Office team on 01204 520661 or email
boxoffice@octagonbolton.co.uk
If there are any aspects of your visit
that we could help with to make your
experience more pleasant and enjoyable,
please get in touch and talk to us and we
will do our best to assist.
octagonbolton.co.uk
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*Until our building is reopened in summer
2020 we will continue to run our pop up Box
Office in our temporary home in the Market
Place, Bolton BL1 2AL
BOOKING INFO
For web and phone bookings we can post
tickets out to you (a postage charge will
apply). Alternatively you can choose the
Print at Home option (free of charge) and
we will email your tickets to you.
If you are booking for anyone with
access requirements or who has any
mobility impairment, please contact the
Box Office on 01204 520661 or email
boxoffice@octagonbolton.co.uk who
will advise.

All patrons must have a ticket. Please
note we do not admit babies in arms
(under 18 months) to our productions.
The exception to this are our StoryMakers
events - these are recommended for 3+,
however under 3s are welcome but must
have a ticket.
A per ticket building levy may be included
within prices for non-Octagon produced
events
Please note some productions may
contain smoking, strong language,
themes of an adult nature, theatrical haze
and/or strobe lighting. Please ask when
booking for more information.
All information is correct at the time of
going to print. The Octagon reserves the
right to make alterations if necessary.
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The Octagon collects and processes data
in accordance with the latest legislation.
Please visit octagonbolton.co.uk for our
Privacy Policy.

ASHBURNER ST
main exit
on foot
NCP
CAR PARK

P

GREAT MOOR ST

A666
NEWPORT ST

Book online
octagonbolton.co.uk

HOWE L L

WALKING
ROUTE

OCTAGON
THEATRE

CORONATION ST

In person*
Mon - Sat 9:30am – 5:30pm
(from July 8.30am - 7.30pm)

OFT SOUTH

We only refund tickets if we have had to
cancel a performance. Tickets may be
exchanged for similarly priced tickets
for another performance of the same
production subject to availability and
at our discretion. In order to make the
exchange, please notify the Box Office
and ensure tickets are returned at least
24 hours prior to the performance date
you were originally due to attend. All
exchanges are subject to a £1 per ticket
administration charge. For full ticket
terms and conditions visit the website.

OCTAGON CT

On the phone
01204 520661
Mon - Sat 9:30am – 5:30pm
(from July 8.30am - 7.30pm)

BOLTON
CENTRAL
LIBRARY

CR

TICKET TERMS AND CONDITIONS

PEDESTRIAN
ACCESS

VICTORIA
SQUARE

LE MANS CRES
QUEEN ST

OPENING TIMES

BOLTON
TOWN HALL

NEWPORT ST

BOOKING INFORMATION

BOLTON BUS
INTERCHANGE

BOLTON TRAIN
STATION

TRINITY ST

HOW TO FIND US
Octagon Theatre, Howell Croft South, Bolton, BL1 1SB
The Octagon is situated in the heart of the town centre,
opposite the Library and Museum. We are a five minute
walk from Bolton Train Station and Bus Interchange.
The nearest car park is the Octagon NCP multi-storey car
park adjacent to us. The address for the car park is: Great
Moor Street, Bolton, BL1 1TN (Tel: 0345 050780)

Reopening
Summer 2020!

Octagon customers get a discounted rate for the car
park if parking after 5pm – please bring your ticket to the
theatre for validation.

octagonbolton.co.uk
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SERIOUSLY
ENTERTAINING
THEATRE
ONE NIGHT IN BOLTON

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Sat 18 – Sun 19 July 2020

Thu 19 November 2020 –
Sat 16 January 2021

ONE MAN, TWO GUVNORS

AN ADVENTURE

Thu 3 September – Sat 3 October 2020

Thu 28 January – Sat 20 February 2021

MARVELLOUS

THE BOOK THIEF

Wed 7 – Sat 31 October 2020

Fri 12 March – Sat 10 April 2021

/OctagonBolton
@octagontheatre
Join our mailing list – go to octagonbolton.co.uk
BOX OFFICE 01204 520661
octagonbolton.co.uk

Registered Charity No: 248833
The Octagon Theatre Trust is a Limited Company Registered in England No: 882226.
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